
 

 

Secular consumerism of 21st  
Century America has taken over the 
celebration of  All Hallow’s Eve with 
spending on costumes, candy 
parties, etc. hiding the original 
purpose of the eve before All Saints 
Day. The word “Halloween” comes 
from shortening “Hallow’s Eve”—but 
it’s not just that. For Christians, there 
is a rich history here. 

Hallow simply means holy, as the 
Lord’s Prayer suggests (“hallowed 
be thy name”), so a “hallow” is a holy 
person—a saint.  All Hallows’ Eve, 
then, is the eve of All Saints’ Day 
(Nov. 1) —the day the church 
remembers  all the women and men 
who have modeled holiness for us 
throughout the history of the church. 
All Saints’ Day is followed by All 
Souls’ Day (Nov. 2) , the day the 
church recognizes all the faithful 
departed—that is, every person who 
has ever lived and died in Christ, 
whether the church officially 
recognizes them as a saint or not. 
(See the November 2025 Newsletter for more 
information about these special days.) 

The Church has observed All 
Hallow’s Eve as an evening vigil to 
watch and wait for these two holy 
days that honor the friends, family, 
and heroic saints who are cheering 
us on from heaven as we run the 
race set before us. All Hallows’ Eve 
is similar to Christmas Eve in that we are eagerly and festively anticipating the holy day that follows. 

How have witches and goblins come to be associated with these holy days on the church’s calendar? Before the 8th century, a 
Celtic festival called Samhain marked the end of the harvest season. The Gaels believed that beginning at sundown on Oct. 31, 
the boundary between the dead and alive thinned, and the dead would return home seeking hospitality among the living. They 
would don costumes, light bonfires, and imitate sorcery practices in order to ward off evil spirits and appease the dead. In 835 
the Catholic church supplanted this pagan festival, setting All Saints Day on Nov. 1. They replaced the havoc created by the evil 
dead on Samhain with a hopeful watching, waiting, and celebration of the holy dead, God’s saints. 

This history presents us with two views of death: one as terrifying and haunted, the other as hopeful and holy. The Church has 
chosen the latter, and on Oct. 31 we make a party out of it. All Hallows’ Eve is an opportunity for Christians everywhere to 
celebrate the work God has done in and through his saints, and that neither their stories or ours will end in the grave.​
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