
 

 

 All Saints Day/All Souls Day ​
What is the difference Between All Saints Day and All Souls Day in the Catholic 
Church? Celebrated on consecutive days, it seems to be one feast; however, the 
Church celebrates two different feasts. November 1 is All Saints Day and honors the 
saints that are in Heaven. It is a Holy Day of Obligation, which requires devoted 
Catholics to attend Mass to celebrate when the Solemnity falls Tuesday-Friday, per the 
Archdiocese. This year the Feast falls on Saturday so the Sunday Mass meets the 
obligation.The solemnity originally began in the 4th century to commemorate all the 
Christian martyrs during those centuries of brutal persecution before Christianity was 
legalized. There were so many martyrs that a separate feast day could not be given to 
each one individually, yet, the Church did not want to leave any martyr without proper 
veneration.​
     A saint is a soul who has gone to Heaven. Every soul in Heaven is a saint-whether 
or not they have been officially canonized by the Catholic Church and declared a Saint. 
As our brothers and sisters in Christ, they can pray for us here on earth.​
     On All Souls Day, November 2,  we remember all souls who have died. These 
souls may be in Heaven or in Purgatory. We want to remember them and pray for the 
repose of their souls. All Souls’ Day is not a holy day of obligation, however, priests are 
able to celebrate extra Masses that day for the deceased.​
     Catholics in countries around the world have unique ways to honor the dead and 
remember souls, reflecting culture and care. 

MEXICO – All Souls Day in Mexico, or el Dia de Muertos, is a lively, multi-day 
celebration to honor the deceased and pray for those in purgatory. The festivities 
include food and drink, street processions, and other activities departed loved ones 
would have enjoyed in life. Private altars (ofrendas) are constructed to display photos of 
departed loved ones, sugar skulls (calaveras) and bright flowers. Recently, American 
culture has commercialized some of the traditions of the Day of the Dead (much as it 
has Christmas), but the purpose is to remember the souls of family who have passed 
away.​
GERMANY – One will not see skeletons or skulls in Germany on All Souls Day (Allerseelen). However, on this quiet day of remembrance, there 
will be decorated gravesites and cemeteries filled with fresh flowers, wreaths, and special candles that burn throughout the night. Bread rolls 
called “Seelen,” which translates to “souls,” were traditionally given as an offering at All Souls‘ Day. ​
POLAND – All Souls Day (Zaduszki) in Poland is celebrated by Slavic Catholics beginning on All Saints Day. It  is a time of quiet reflection. 
Many city streets shut down and extra buses shuttle the mostly silent, solemn crowds between city hubs and cemeteries as they remember and 
honor the dead. The cemeteries glow with the light of thousands of candles, creating a breathtaking atmosphere.​
HUNGARY – All Saints Day (a national holiday) and All Souls Day (Halottak Napja) are dedicated to honoring the dead. On All Souls Day, 
Catholics pray for the deliverance of souls from purgatory into heaven. Many will visit churches, as well as hallowed ground, to remember their 
loved ones and pray for their souls. ​
INDIA – According to Father John, especially in Kerala among St. Thomas Christians, All Souls Day celebrations can vary from place to place 
because of diverse culture, language and traditions. Mostly the commemoration of the deceased consists of offering prayers for the souls of the 
departed, particularly those believed to be in purgatory. Special masses for the deceased are held in the churches followed by cemetery 
blessings. Families gather in their ancestral homes, visit their loved one’s graves and decorate them with flowers, lighting candles and burning 
incense sticks at the grave side.Observances of All Soul’s Day emphasize the Christian belief in the resurrection of the body and eternal life. ​
HONDO, TEXAS  – As a culture made up of many different ancestries,  the St. John’s community has combined many traditions. Masses are 
held for All Saints Day (Holy Day of Obligation) and for All Souls Day. In addition, parishioners can have the names of their deceased loved ones 
placed on the altar for the entire month of November to be remembered at all Masses. Photos are displayed at the church ofrenda for the month 
as well. In addition, the youth of the parish set up the luminaries at the cemetery and a service will be held in the evening of November 2. 

Sources:https://blessedcatholicmom.com/what-is-the-difference-between-all-saints-and-all-souls-day/​
https://aleteia.org/2017/10/31/what-is-all-souls-day-and-how-is-it-celebrated-around-the-world/​
https://avecruxspesunica.tumblr.com/post/132335961984/all-saints-day-on-november-1st-the-church 
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